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little more than an empty shell. However, the struggle
between the monarchy and the middle class might have
proved more protracted and the issue might have continued
longer in suspense but for the outbreak of the Civil War.
The revolt against authority in the constitutional and re-
ligious spheres swept away the obstacles which had hitherto
stifled the protests against authority in the economic sphere.
The dissolution of the bonds which held society together
had abiding consequences. A violent shock was given to
institutions which had regulated the workings of the eco-
nomic system, and although the process of change had
begun, it was immensely accelerated by the decay of the
legal sanctions. When a settled government was at length
established, it was unable to revive in their fullness the
authoritarian traditions which had enabled the monarchy to
destroy or penalize enclosures; to bring pressure to bear
on employers ; to require local magistrates to provide work
for the poor; to insist on technical training for artisans ; to
assess wages ; to place individuals or corporations in charge
of a branch of industry ; and in other ways to superintend
the economic life of the community. As the outcome of the
Great Rebellion the movement towards laissez-faire acquired
increasing momentum. In the relaxation of State control
lies the economic significance of the Civil War.
After the Restoration, more than a century before the Doctrine oj
' Industrial Revolution ' or the publication of The Wealth
Nations, the doctrine of economic freedom began to gain an
increasing hold over the minds of the governing body. A
number of factors were working in this direction. In the
first place, the development of capitalism and the stimulus
of expanding trade had fostered and brought to maturity
the nascent individualism of the middle class: already re-
leased from the jurisdiction of the craft gilds, it was grown
ripe for the assertion of industrial liberty against the State
itself. Even under the Tudors and Early Stuarts the entre-
preneurs had displayed an inflexible determination to break
loose from restrictions which did not accord with their own
interests. To all attempts to put into execution laws which